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KOBE. Aug. 9. —On his way to the United States and to Europe
to raise money and work out the details of his plan to establish a
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settlement of 100,000 European emigrants in Yunnan province,
Jacob Berglas, head of the banking and woolen concerns bearing the
name of Berglas Bros of Germany and England, passed through here
today on board the C.P.R. liner Empress of Canada. [*]

Writing of his project and of the selection of Yunnan as the
starting point he says: “It must be added at this point that Yunnan
has been selected, or rather preliminarily chosen, because the
Provincial government there has agreed [-**].

“Also Shanghai and its vicinity would be very suitable, but these
plans can only be considered once the ownership of the land in
question can be ascertained. [---] It is requested to take this scheme
not as a plan for only Jewish emigration but as an emigration plan in
general. The case of the Jewish emigration is no doubt the most
urgent one at the present moment, but even this emigration is not
altogether Jewish any longer.”

In this connection he denounced the Palestine colonization as a
failure. [+*]

Mr. Berglas has visited the Orient a number of times and,
previous to the outbreak of the present Sino-Japanese hostilities, his
firm established a factory in the Hongkew district in Shanghali,
which subsequently has been closed. He came out on his present
trip several months ago, followed by Mrs. Berglas, who is now
vacationing at Karuizawa. [**°]

Mr. Berglas is expected to return again to the Far East in late
autumn, when he is expected to know whether he will be able to go

on with this project. ®
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The Jewish Society in wartime Shanghai
as reported in Tairiku Shinpo
(Part II: May - August 1939)

Kenji Kanno
Abstract

This series of papers is based on a thorough search of articles in
Tairiku Shinpo identifying those that mention Jewish residents in
Shanghai under the Japanese military control. The present second part
covers the period May-August 1939, a period characterised by the
continual influx of Jewish refugees from Germany and its occupied
territories, which induced the Japanese government to dispatch to
Shanghai the Naval captain Koreshige Inuzuka (1890-1965), renowned as
‘expert for Jewish affairs’ in Japan and Manchuria.

Through this contemporaneous press information, we learn that the
arrivals of German-Austrian Jews, which then seemed interminable and
becoming of even larger scale, provoked alarm not only from the local
Japanese authorities but also from the delegation of the International
Settlement (‘Board of Works’) and the representatives of the French
Concession successively. When, on 21 August 1939, the Japanese local
military authorities prompted by Inuzuka published the regulations
forbidding entry of newly arrived refugees in the Japanese defense
sector, the International Settlement and the French Concession, fearing
its repercussions on them, took similar action.

Nevertheless, these closure measures were destined to be
momentary. The outbreak of the WWII would bring a new order of
things, forcing the three foreign authorities (Japanese, British and
French) to review their respective restrictive policy concerning the
Jewish refugees.



