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The Jewish Society in wartime Shanghai
as reported in Tairiku Shinpo
(Part I: January - April 1939)

Kenji Kanno
Abstract

Tairtku Shinpo (The Continental News Report) is a Japanese daily
founded in Shanghai on 1°' January 1939. Whereas most Japanese
periodicals published in the former possessions in China have been lost,
the entire collection of Tairiku Shinpo up to its final issue on 10t
September 1945 has been preserved, since it was seized and microfilmed
after the war by the U.S. forces. It constitutes an indispensable source for
historical research into the multinational society of Shanghai’s colonial
period.

This series of papers is based on a thorough search of articles in
Tairtku Shinpo identifying those that mention Jewish residents in
Shanghai under the Japanese military control. The present first part
covers the period January-April 1939, a period characterised by an influx
of Jewish refugees from Germany and its occupied territories.

Through this contemporaneous press information, we learn that the
massive arrivals of German-Austrian Jews to Shanghai from the autumn
of 1938 began to provoke intense alarm from the local Japanese
authorities. The alarm was all the more intensified by anti-Japanese and
pro-Chinese statements made to journalists by Victor Sassoon (1881-
1961), a wealthy Jewish resident of Baghdadi descent, who generously
supported the Jewish refugees by the intermediary of the ‘International
Committee for European Immigrants in Shanghai (IC), alias ‘Komor
Committee’.



It is particularly interesting to observe that in 1939, Japan and its
continental possessions were vigorously trying to block the entrance of
Jewish refugees, while at the same time saving face through the ‘Five
Ministers’ Conference’ (6th December 1938) which declared to the whole
world that Japan would never be in step with the anti-Semitic policy
adopted by her ally, Hitler's Germany.
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