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Interactive: Swine flu's spread, April 17 -- May 6
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The first known case of this never-before-seen strain of flu occurred April 1 In a
4-year-old boy who lived near a pig farm in Perote, a mountainous town east of Mexico
City. A week and a half later, a 39-year-old woman died in Oaxaca, about 175 miles to
the south. On April 23, a Canadian lab confirmed she had the new strain of the flu. By
then, the HINI virus was in the U.S.
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http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-swineflu-flash,0,5444368.htmlstory
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Mexico: HIN1 Virus Declining
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Mexico's health minister says the country's swine influenza A-HI1N1 flu epidemic has
reached its peak and is declining.

Jose Angel Cordova said Sunday the outbreak appeared to have peaked in Mexico

between April 23 and April 28, and that the number of severe cases is declining.

http://Iwww.voanews.com/enqglish/2009-05-03-voa2.cfm
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Swine Flu Not an Accident From a Lab, W.H.O. Says
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“We took this very seriously,” Dr. Kerji Fukuda, the agency’s deputy director general,
said of the virologist’s assertion. “But the evidence suggests that this is a naturally

occurring virus, not a laboratory-derived virus.”



http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/15/health/policy/15flu.html? r=1&ref=health
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WHO official expects to raise flu alert to highest level

JERLIN TE F 2926 B P DGR R IR B DAL L~ 6127 > 7 X

"At this point, we have to expect that Phase 6 will be reached; we have to hope that it is
not reached,” he said.

The level will be raised when the agency sees evidence of sustained person-to-person

transmission of the virus outside North America.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-sci-swineflu3-2009may03,0,208589
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Jump in swine flu cases in Japan
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The number of swine flu cases in Japan has risen rapidly - with more than 120 cases

now confirmed.

http:/mews.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8054881.stm
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W.H.O. Raises Alert Level as Flu Spreads to 74 Countries
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As she raised the global alert to level 6, the highest possible level, the agency’s chief, Dr.
Margaret Chan, immediately emphasized that she expects the early phase of the

pandemic to be of “moderate severity.”
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The disease, first detected in rural Mexico in mid-February, has now spread to 74
countries, but is blamed in fewer than 200 deaths. Seasonal flu is thought to kill about
400,000 each year, but the vast majority of those victims are elderly or infants. During

the last flu pandemic in 1968, about a million people died.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/12/world/asia/12flu.html? r=1&hp
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Obama Warns of Swine Flu Return
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“The potential for a significant outbreak in the fall is looming,” President Obama said
by telephone link from Italy to the White House’s HINI Influenza Preparedness
Summit, held at the National Institutes of Health.
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At the flus peak in May, Mr. Duncan noted, 726 schools were closed across the United

States. Decisions on closing schools will be made locally, he said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/10/health/10flu.html? r=1&hp




