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Toyota’s Prius May Not Be the ‘Savior’ for Earnings Recovery
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Toyota Motor Corp.’s new Prius hybrid won more than 80,000 orders before even going
on sale, prompting outgoing President Katsuaki Watanabe to call it the “savior” for

Japan’s most unprofitable carmaker. Investors don’t share his faith.
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Toyota earns between 100,000 yen ($1,042) to 200,000 yen in operating profit on the sale
of one Prius or about 7 to 12 percent of the profit it makes on the sale of a Lexus LS
sedan or Tundra pickup trucks in the U.S., according to an estimate by Credit Suisse

Securities (Japan) Ltd.
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The third-generation Prius, priced between 2.05 million yen and 3.27 million yen, has a



fuel economy of 38 kilometers per liter.

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=aWbYDMwZjsBA
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Toyota has an advantage over one or more vehicles in this comparison.

COMPARE (F3 5D 7Y 17X 2l D H#E)

Toyota Prius HONDA INSIGHT | HONDA CIVIC

Comparably $22, 750 $20,610 $24,360
Equipped Price (/7]
DL TD HEEE)

Fuel Economy (city) | 51 40 40
BREE, 1TT7Y)

Fuel Fconomy | 48 43 45
(highway) (7,
A DT A)

http://www.toyota.com/compare/?modelCode=prius#h overview
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Founder's grandson to lead Toyota
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Akio Toyoda, 53, faces a tough job, as like most global car companies, Toyota has seen its

sales slump Iin the face of the continuing global recession.
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Toyota was founded by Kiichiro Toyoda in 1937. He chose the name Toyota for the

business rather than his surname, because Toyota was considered luckier when written

in Japanese.

http:/mews.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8114209.stm
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