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COUNTDOWN TO COPENHAGEN

2009 F1T 12 H 7 H2>5 18 HIZH7 Ta~2n—
S THIES S COP 16 2FIC M IS I 5
12, XUEZE)IZS TS FRINTENIC & > THEZER
EL B, 2007 FEIZIT, ZNoN— 5 TEBHY -
SIRAGRIEE ZIRET S = 2 ICEEDPTTHPIE,

2009 1s a crucial year In the international effort
to address climate change, culminating in the
United Nations Climate Change Conference
(COP 15) in Copenhagen, 7-18 December. In
2007, Parties agreed to shape an ambitious and
effective international response to climate
change, to be agreed at Copenhagen.
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Geneva, 16 December 2008 (WMO) — The year
2008 1s likely to rank as the 10th warmest year
on record since the beginning of the
instrumental climate records in 1850, according
to data sources compiled by the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO). The global
combined sea-surface and land-surface air
temperature for 2008 is currently estimated at
0.31°C/0.56°F above the 1961-1990 annual
average of 14.00°C/57.2°F. The global average
temperature in 2008 was slightly lower than
that for the previous years of the 21st century

due In particular, to the moderate to strong La

Nina that developed in the latter half of 2007.
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The Arctic Sea I1ce extent dropped to its
second-lowest level during the melt season since
satellite measurements began in 1979. Climate
extremes, Including devastating floods, severe
and persistent droughts, snow  storms,
heatwaves and cold waves, were recorded In

many parts of the world.
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Arctic Sea Ice Extent
(Area of ocean with at least 15% sea ice)
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Panasonic goes green to grow
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Panasonic’s latest earnings figures, released on
Monday, showed a net loss of $560m for
April-June, with the company blaming poor
sales of electronic goods during the global

recession.
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But experts say the company's push into
environmentally friendly products is the key to

future growth.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8180916.stm




